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| From a Member of the Hlonfe of Commons in 
Ireland to 2 Member of the Houfe of 


Commons in En gland ; concerning the 
SACRAMENTAL TeEsrtT. 





Sik, 


Received your Letter, wherein you tell me of 
_ the Rtrange Reprefentations made of us on your 
fide of the Water. The Inftance you are 
pleafed to mention is that of the Presbyterian 
Miffonary, who according to your Phrafe, hath been 
lately Perfeented in Drogbedab for his Religion 5 But 
it iseafy to obferve, how mighty Induftrious fome 
People have been for Three or Four Years paft, co hand 
about Stories of the Hardthips, the Merits, the Number, 
andthe Power of the Presbyterians in Ireland, to raife 
formidable Idea’s of the Dangers of Popery there; 
and to tranfmit all for England, improved by great 
Axdditions, and with fpecial care to have them inferted 

— weith Comments in thofe infamous Weekly. Papers thae 
A 2 infeft 
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4. 
infeft your Coffee-Houfes. So, when the Claufe En- | 
ating a Sacramental Teft was put in Execution, it was 
given out in England, that half the Juftices of Peace 
through this Kingdom had laid down their Commiffions ; 
whereas upon Examination, the whole Number was 
found to amount only cto a Dozen or Thitteen, 
and thofe generally of the loweft Rate ia Fortune and 
Underftanding, and fome of them Superannuated. So, 
when the Ea:! of P——ke was in Ireland and the Par- 
Jiament Sitting, a formal Story was very gravely carried 
to his Excellency by fome Zealous Members, of a 
Prieft newly arrived from abroad to the North-weft 
Parts of Irelagd, who had publickly Preached to his 
People, to fall a Murchering the Protettants; which 
tho’ invented to ferve an End they were then upon, 
and are ftill driving at, ic was prefently handed over, 
and Printed with (hrewd Remarks by your worthy © 
Scribblers. In Jike manner, the Account of that Perfon 
who was lately ‘expelled our Univerficy for RefleGing 
on the Memory of King William, what a Duft it 
raifed, and how foully it was related, is frefh enough in 
Memory. Neither would People be convinced till the 
Ulniverfity was at the pains of Publifhing a Latin. Paper 
to juftify chemfelves. And, tomention no more, this 
Scory of the Perfecution at Droghedab, how ic has been. 
{pread and aggravated, what Confequences drawn from 
it, and what Reproaches fixed on thofe who have leaft 
deferved them, we are already informed. Now if the 
End of all this Proceeding were a Secret and Myftery, 
I thould not undertake to give it an nn 
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C5) 
but Care has been taken to give it fufficient Explanati- 
on. - Firft by Addrefles Artificially ( if not legally. ) 
procured, rofhew the miferable State of the Diffenters 
in Ireland by reafon of the Sacramental Teft, and to 
“defice the Queen’s Interceflion that it might be Re- 
pealed. Then it is manifeft that our S_—r when he 
was laft Year in England, Sollicited in Perfon feverak 
Members of both Houfes, to have ic Repealed by an 
_ A& there, though it be a matter purely National, thae 
cannot poflibly interfere with the Trade and [ntereft. 
of England, and thot: he himfelf appeared formerly 
the moft Zealous of all Men againft the Injuftice of 
binding a Nation by Laws to which they do not con- 
fent. And lafily, thofe weekly Libellers whenever. 
they get a Tale by the end relating to Ireland, without 
ever troubling their Thoughts about the Truth, always: 
end it with an Application againft the Sacramental Teft,. 
and the abfolute Neceflity there is of Repealing it in: 
both Kingdoms. 1 know it may be reckoned a weak-. 
hefs:to fay ady thing of fuch Trifles as are below a- 
_ ferious Man's notice, much lefs would 1 difparage the 
underftanding of any Party to think thcy would choofe. 
the Vilef{ and moft Ignorant among Mankind to em- 
ploy: them. for Afferters of a Caufe; I fhall only fay, 
that the Scandalous Liberty thofe Wretches take, 
would hardly be allowed, if it were not mingled with. 
Opinions that fome Men would be glad to Advance. 
Befides, how infipid foever thofe Papers are, they feem 
to be levelled to che Underftandings of a great Num-. 
ber, they are grown a neceflary part'in Coffee-houfe 
| | Furniture 
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Furniture, and feme‘time or other happen to-be Read 
‘by Cuftomers of all Ranks, for Curioficy or Amufe= 
ment; becaufe they lie always :in the way. One of 
thefe Authors ( the Fellow that was Pillor'd, I have 
forgot his Name ) is indeed fo grave, fententious, 
-dogmatical.a Rogue, that there is no enduring him, 
the :Obferwator is much the brisker of the two, and I 
think farther gone of late in Lyes and Impudence than 
his .Presbytertan Brother; the Reafon why I meation 
him, is to have an Occafion of letting you know, thee 
you have not dealt fo gallantly. with us, as we did 
-with you in a parallel Cafe; Laft Year, a Paper was 
brought here from England, called, A Dialogue between 
the A. Bp. of Canterbury and Mr. Higgins, which we 
ordered to be Burnt by the Common Hangman, as i¢ 
well deferved ; tho’ we have no more to do with his 
Grace of Canterbury than you have with the A. Bp. ef 
Dublin, wor can you Love and Reverence your Prelate 
more than we do ours, whom you tamely fuffer co be 
abufed openly and by Name by that paultry Rafcal of 
an Obfervater; and lately upon an Affair wherein he 
had no Concern , I mean the Bufinefs of the Miffionary 
at Droghedab, wherein our excellent Primate was en- 
gaged, and did nothing but according to Law and Dif 
cretion. But becaufe the Lord A. Bp. of Dubizn hath 
been upon feveral Occafions of lace Years mifreprefen- 
ted in England ; 1 would willingly fet you righe in his 
Character. For his great Sufferings and eminent Servi- 
ces, he was by the late King promoted to the See of 


“Derry. About the fame time, he writ a Book to Juftify 
the 
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the Rebolution, wherein was an Account of K. Fames’s 
Proceedings in- Ireland, and the late A Bp- Tillotfon 
recommiended it to the: King as the moft Serviceable 
Treatife that could have been Publifhed at fuch a jun- 
ure. And .as his Grace fer owt upon Rewolution 
Principles, he has proceeded fo ever fince, as a Loyal 
Subje& to the Queen, entirely for the Succeffion in 
the Proteftant Line, and fer ever excluding the Pre- 
tendey; and tho a firm Friend to the Church, yet 
with Indulgence towards Diffenters, as appears from 
his Conduct at Derry, .where-he was feetled for many 
Years among: the moft virulent Se&; yet upon his 
removal to Dablia, they. parted from him with Fears 
in their Eyes, and univerfal A Acknowledgments ef his 
Wildom ‘and Goodnefs. For the reft, tt muft be 
owried, ‘he does not bufie himfelf by entring deep inte 
any Party, but rather {pends his Time in Aés of Hof- 
pitality and. Charity, in building of Churches, repait- 
inp his Palace; im introducing and preferring the wor- 
thicft Perfons he can find, without other Regards; in 
fhort,. in the Practice of alt Virtues that can become 2 
Publick or Private Life. This and more if poffible, 
i¢ due to fo excellent a Perfon, who may be juftly 
seckoned among the greateft and moft Learned Pretates. 
of his Age, however his Character may be Defiled by 
fuch Men and dirty Hands as thofe of the Obferwator, 
er fuch as employ him, who ought not to have forgot 
that in the late Profecution of Forbes for Reflecting on 
K. Williem, the A.Bp. did fo diftinguith himfelf, rhac 
~ ame gave him their publick Thanks. 
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” L-now tome to anfwer the other Part of your Lettres; 
and fhall give you my Opinion freely about Repealiagt 
the Sacramental Teft, only whereas you defire my: 
Thoughts as a Friend, and not as I am a Member.of 
Parliament, I muft affure you they are exa@ly the fame. 
in both Capacities... gee el 
I muft-begin by telling you, we are generally. fur 
pried at-your wonderful kindnefs tous on this Occafion,, 
in being fo very induftrious to teach us to fee our In-. 
terefis in a Point where we are fo unable to {ce it-aur 
felyes. This hath. given us fome Sufpicion; and thet 
in-my own particular, I am hugely bent to believe that 
when ever you concern your felves in our Affairs, it is 
certainly for our Good, yet I have the misfortune to: be 
fomething fingular inthis Belief, and therefore. I never 
attempt ta joftify ie, but concent my felf to. poffels my 
own Opinion in.private, for fear of encountring Men, 
of more Wit or Words than I have to {pare. wae 
We at this diftance who {ee nothing of. the Spring 
of AGions, are forced by meer Conjefture to. aflizn 
two Reafons for your deftring us to repeal the Secree 
mental Teft; one is, becaufe you are {aid to imagine 
it will be one ftep towards the like gaod Work in Euge 
land. The other mare immediate, that tc wil] pena 
way for Rewarding feweral Perfons who have well ‘des 
ferved upon a great. Occefon, but who are now unqua> 
_dified thro’ that Impedimence. , 
Ido not frequently quote Poets, efpecially Englifb, 
but I remember there is in fome of Mr. Cowley's Love 
~ Verfes, a Strain that I thought extraordinary at Fif- 
Oo teen, 
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teen, and have ‘often fincé imagined it to be {poken by 
Freland: — o 2 


_” Forbid it Heaven my Life fhould be 
Weigh d with ber leaft Conveniency. 


‘In fhort, whatever Advantage you propofe to your 
felves by repealing the Sacramental Teft, {peak it out 
plainly, ‘tis the beft Argument you can ufe, for we 
value your Intereft much more than our own, if your 
little Finger be Sore, and you think a Poltice made of 
our Vitals will give ic any Eafe, fpeak the Word and 
it {hall be done ; The Intereft of our whole Kingdom 
is.at any time ready to Strike to that of your pooreft 
Fifbing Town, it is hard you -will not accept our Ser- 
vices unlefs we believe at the fame time that-you are 

_-only confalting our Profit, and giving us marks of your 
Love. Ifthere be a Fire at fome diftance, and I im- 
mediately blow up my Houfe before there‘be Occafion, 
becanfe you are a Man of Quality, and apprehend 
fome danger to a Corner of your Stable, yet why 
fhould you require me to attend next Morning at 
your-Levée with my humble Thanks for the Favour 
you. have done me ? : 3 

If we might be allowed to judge for our felves, ‘we 
had abundance of ‘Benefit by the Sacramental Teft, ‘and 
forefee a number of Mifchiefs would be the Confe- 
quence of Repealing it, and we conceive the Ob- 
jections made againft it by the Diffenters are of no 
manner of force, they tell us of their Merits in the 
late War in Ireland, and how chearfully they Engaged 

B for 
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for the Safety of rhe Nation; that had they. thenghe _ 
they had been Fighting only other Peoples Quarrels, 
perhaps it might have cool'd their Zeal; and that for 
the future they fhall fic down quietly and let us de 
our Work our felves; nay, that it is neceffary they 
fhould do fo, fince they cannot take up Arms under 
the Penalty of High-Treafon. 

Now {uppofing them to have done their Duty, asI . 
believe they did, and not to trouble them about the 
Fly on the Wheel; I thought Liberty, Property and 
Religion had been the Three Subjects of the Quarrel, 
and have not all thofe been amply fecured to them ? 
Had they at that Time a Mental Referwation for Power 
and Employments? and muft thofe two Articles be 
added henceforward in our National Quarrels? Ie is 
grown a mighty Conceit among fome Men to mele 
down the Phrafe of a Church Eftablifbed by Lew inito 
that of the Religioz of the Magiftrate; of which Ap- 
pellations it is eafier to find the Reafon than the Senfe: 
If by the Magéffrate they mean the Prince, the Expref- 
fion includes a Falfhood ; for when King James was 
Prince, the Eftablifhed Church was the fame it is now. 
If by the fame Word they mean the Legiflature;' we 
defire no more. Be that aa it will, we of this King- 
dom believe the Church of Ireland to be the National 
Church, and the only one Eftablifhed by Law, and 
are willing by the fame Law to give a Toleration to 
Diffenters ; but if once we Repeal our Sacramental Teff, 
and grant a Toleration, or fufpend the Execution of 
the Penal Laws, I do not fee how we can be _ to: 

ave: 





— ; aa: 


-have any Eftablifhed Church remaining; or ra- 
ther why there will not be as many Eftablifhed 
Churches as there are Sects of Diffenters. No, 
fay they, yours will ftill be the National Church, 
hecaufe your Bifhops and Clergy are Maintained 
by the Publick; But, That I fuppofe will be ot 
_ no long Duration, and it would be very unjuft ie 
fheuld, becaufe, to fpeak in Tindall’s Phrafe, it is 
not reafonable that Revenues fhould be annexed to one 
Opinion more than another when all are equally Law- 


. ful, and "tis thac Authors Maxim, That no Free-born 





Subje& ought to Pay for maintaining Speculations he 
does not believe. But why fbould any Man, upon Ac- 
count of Opinions be cannot help, be deprived the Opportu- 
nity of Serving. bis Queen and Countrey? Their Zeal is 
commendable, and when Employments go a begging 
for want of Hands, they fhall be {ure to have the Re- 
-fufal,: only upon’ condition they will not pretend to 
‘them upon Maxims that equally include Arheifts , 
Turks, Fews, Infidels and Hereticks, or which is ftill 
mere dangerous, even Pepifts themfelves; The former 
you allow, the other you deny, becaufe thefe laft owna 
Foreign Power, and therefore muft be fhut out. But 
there is no great weight in this, for their Religion can 
f{uie with Free-ftates, with Limited or Abfolute Monar- 
chies, as well as a Better, and the Popes Power in 
France is but a fhadow, fo that upon this Foot -there 
need be no great Danger to the Conftitution by ad- 
mictting Papifts to Employments. I will help you to 
-enough of them {hall be ready to allow the Pope as 
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little Power here as you pleafe; and the bare Opintek 
of his being Vicar of Chrift is but .a Speculative Pom, 
for which no Man it feems ought to be deprived the 
Capacity of Serving his Countrey. | 

But if you pleafe, I will tell you the great Objeéti- 
on we have againftRepealing this fame Sacramental Teft. 
It is, that we are verily perfwaded the Confequence. 
will be an entire Alceration of Religion among us in a 
no great Compafs of Years. And, pray obferve kew 
we reafon here in Ireland upon this Matter. =: 

We obferve the Scots in our Northern Parts, to be a 
Brave, Induftrious People, extreamly devoted to their 
Religion, and full of an uxdiSturbed Affe&ion towards 
each other. Numbers of thar Noble Nation, ‘mvited 
by the Fertilities of the Soil, are glad to exchange their 
Barren Bills of Loxqugbar, by a Voyage of three 
Hours, for our Fruitful Vales of Doun and Antrim, fo 
produdtive ofthat Grain which at little Trouble and: tf 
Expence finds.®iet and Lodging for themfelves and 
their Cattle. Thefe People by their extream Patfi- 
mony, wonderful Dexterity in Dealing, and firm Ad- 
herence to one another, foon grow into Wealth from 
thé fmalleft Beginnings, never are rooted out ‘whete 
they once fix, and encreafe -daily by new Supplies ; 
Befides when they are the fuperior Number in any 
Tra& of Ground, they are not ower-Patient of Méx- 
tare ; but fuch, whom'they cannot affimilate, foon find 
je their Entereft to remove. I have done alf in: niy 
Powet on fome Land of my own to preferve twe or 
three Englifb Fellows in their — = 

oun 














C 13} 
found it impoffible, tho one of them thought he had 
fufliciently made his Court by turning Presbyrerian. 
Add to all this, chac they bring along with them from 
Scotland a moft formidable Notion of our Church, 
which they look upon at leaft three Degrees worfe 
than Popery, and it is natural ic fhould be fo, fince 
they come over full fraught with that Spirit which 
taught them to abolifh Epifcopacy at home. 

Then we proceed further, and obferve, that the 
Gentlemen of. Employments here, make a very confi- 
derable Number in the Houfe of Commons, and have 
no other Merzt but that of doing their Duty in their 
feveral Stations; therefore when the Teft is Repealed, 
it will be highly reafonable they fhould give Place to 
thefe who have much greater Services to plead. : The 
Commiflions of the Revenue are foon difpofed of, and 
the Colle&tors and other Officers throughout the King- 
dom are generally appointed by the Commiffioners, 
which gives them a mighty Influence in every Coun- 
ty. As much may be faid -of the great Officers in 
the Law; and when this Door is open to let 
Diffenters into the Commiflions of the Peacc, to 
make them High-Sheriffs, Mayors of Corporatrons, 
and Officers of the Army and Militia; I do not fee 
how it can be otherwife, confidering their Induftry 
and our Supinenefs, but that they may in a very few 
Years grow to a Majority in the Houfe of Commons, 
and confequently make themfelves the National Reli- 
gion, and have a fair Pretence to demand the Revenues 
of the Church for their Teachers, I know it will be 
Ob 
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ObjeG&ed, that if all this fhould happen as I defcribe, - 
yet the Presbyterian Religion could never be made the 
National by A& of Parliament, becaufe our Bifhops 
are fo great a Number in the Houfe of Lords, and 
without a Majority there, the Church could nor be 
Abolifhed. But Ihave two wery good Expedients for 
that, which 1 fhall leave you co guefs, and I dare 
Swear our S——r here has often thought on, efpecially 
having endeavoured at Owe of them to lately. That 
this defign is not fo foreign from fome Peoples Thoughis, 
I muft let you know that an honeft Bell-weatber of our 
Honfe (you have him now in England, 1 with you 
could keep him there ) had the Impudence in Parlia- 
ment time ( I think it was laft Year ) to fhake ay 
Lord Bifhop of Killaloe by his Lawn Sleeve, and. tell 
him in a threatning manner, That be boped to live ‘te 
fee the Day when there fhould not be one of bis Order iz 
the Kingdom. Now, becaufe that Gentleman is am- 
bitious io be thought one of our Patriots, I can put 
him upon a much better way of ferving his Countrey, 
which is to take fome Courfe that himfelf and his wbole 
worthy Family may be Hangd to morrow Morning; 
and if this had been done ( How long is it fince my 
Lord Capel’s Government? ) about Fifteen Years ago, 
our Miferable Betrayed Kingdom had been fome Milli- 
ons the better. 

Thefe laft Lines perhaps you think a Digreffion 3 
Therefore to return, | have told you the Confequences 
we fully reckon upon from Repealing the Sacramental 
Teft, which although the greateft Number of {uch as 
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are for doing it, are actually in no manner of Pain 
about, and many of them care not Three Pence 
whether there be any Church or no, yet becaule 
they pretend to argue from Confcience as well as. 
Policy and Intereft, I thought ic proper to underftand 
and anfwer them accordingly. 

Now Sir in An{wer to your Queftion, Whether if an 
attempt fhould be made here for Repealing the Sacra- 
mental Teff, it would be likely to Succeed ? The Num- 
ber of -Profeft Diffenters in this Parliament was, as I 
remember, fomething under a Dozen, and I cannot 
call to mind above Thirty others who were expected: 
to fall in with them. This is certain, that the Presby- 
terian Party having with great Induftry muftered up 
their Forces, did endeavour one Day upon occafion of 
a Hint in my Lord P——je’s Speech, to introduce a 
Debate about Repealing the Teft Clanfe, when there 
appeared at leaft Four to One Odds againft them; 
and the ableft of thofe who were reckoned the moft 
ftranch and thorow-pace Whigs upon all other Oc- 
cafions, fell off with an Abhorrence at the firft menti- 
on of this. 

I muft defire you to take Notice, that the Terms 


of Whig and Tory, do not properly exprefs the diffe- 


rene Intereftsin our Parliament. 1 remember when I 
was laft in England, I told the King, that the higheht 
Tories we had with us, would make tolerable Whigs 
there; this was certainly right, and ftill in the genc- 
ral continues fo, unlefs you have fice admitted new 
Characterifticks, which did not come within our De-. 

finition.. 





( 16 ) , 
finition, ‘Whoever bears a true veneration for the 
Glorious Memory of K. William, as our great Deli- 
verer from Popery and Slavery, whoever is ficmly . 
Loyal to our prefent Queen, with an utter Abhor- 
rence and Deteftation of the Pretender; ‘whoever 
approves the Succeflion to the Crown in the Houfe. of 
Hanover, and is for preferving the Doctrine and Dif 
cipline of che Church of England, with a Toleration 
for Diffenters, fuch a Man we think a&s upon Revols. 
tion Principles, and may be juftly allowed a ihe | 
And I believe there are not Six Members in our Houte 
of Commors who may not fairly come under this 
Defcription. So that the Parties among us are made 
up on one fide of Moderate IV’bigs, and on the other, 
of Presbyterians and their Abcttors; by which laft'l 
mean, fuch who can equally go to a Church or a Con- 
venticle, or {uch who are indifferent to all Religion in 
general, or jaftly fuch who aff& to bear a Perfonal 
Rancor towards the Clergy; Thefe laft are a fet of 
Men not of our own Growth, their Principles at leaft 
have been imported of late Years; Yet this whole 
Party put together will hardly, I am confident amount 
to above Fifty Men in Parliament, which can hardly 
be worked up intoa Majority of Three Hundred. 

As to the Houfe of Lords, the Difficulty there is 
conceived at leaft as great as in Ours. So many of 
our Temporal Peers live in England, that the Bifhops 
are generally prety near a Par of the Houfe, and we 
reckon they will be all to a Man again{t Repealing the 
Teft, I never heard of above One or Two at moft 
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whom there was the leaft Ground to fufpe&, and yet 
their Lordthips are generally thought as good Whigs 
apon the Revolution Principles as any in the Kingdom. 

_ There are indeed a few Lay Lords who appear to have 
no great Devotion for Epifcopacy 3 and perhaps one 
or two more with whom certain powerful motives 
might be: ufed for removing any Difficulty what- 
foever, but thefe are in no fort of a Number to 
carry any Point: againft a Conjun@ion of the reft 
with the whole Bench of Bifhops. 

Befides, the whole Body of our Clergy are ut- 
terly againft: Repealing the Teff, though they are 
entirely Devoted to Her Majefty, and hardly One 
in a Hundred who are not very good Whigs in our 
Acceptation of the Word. And I muft let you 
know, that we of Ireland are not yet come up to 
other Folks Refinements, for we generally Love and 
Efteem our Clergy, and think they deferve ic; 
nay we are apt to lay fome weight upon their 

Opinion, and would not willingly difoblige them, 
at leaft unlefs ic were upon fome greater Point of 
Intereft than this. And their Judgment in the pre- 
fent Affairs is the tiiore to be regarded, becanfe 
they are the Jaft Perfons who will be affected by 
ac; This makes us think them Impartial, and chat 
their Concern is only for Religion and the Inte- 
reft of the Kingdom. Becaufe the A& which Re- 

-peals the Teft, will only qualify a Layman for an 
Employment, but not a’ Presbyterian or Anabaptift 
Parfon for a Church Living. Now I muft take 

Cc leave 
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leave to inform you, that feveral Members of eur 
Houfe, and my felf among the reft, knowing fome 
time ago what was upon the Anvil, went te ail 
the Clergy we knew of any Diftin@ion,. and de. 
fired their Judgment in the Matter, wherein we 
found a moft wonderful . Agreement; there being 
but Oxe Divine that we could hear of in the 
whole Kingdom, who appeared of a contrary Sea- 
timent, wherein he afterwards ftcod alone in the 
Convocation, very little to his Credit, tho’ as he 

hoped, very much to his Intereft. : 
You indeed hint fomething to me about Twe 
Divines of this Kingdom now in Londow, which 
~ feems co differ from what I faid of the reft. -1 
have not the Honour to be Acquainted with either, 
and I think they have not been much among us; 
but by what I have heard of them, I donot believe 
they are one degree greater Whigs than Five 
Hundred of their Brethren, and I have heard, that 
one of them (who is they fay made chief Chap- 
lain to our new Governour ) has always declared 
again{ft Repealing the Teff 3 He.is reckoned a worthy 
Perfon, and I know not how it can be confiftent 
with that Chara@er to employ his Pen either in 
a Publick or Private manner againft his Opinion, 
neither do [I think he defigns it. As for the other 
Divine, we all expected here that He was to be the 
Perfon his Excellency would bring over his Chap- 
Jain: But fince that hath otherwife happened, it 
may not be altogether improbable that his great 
Friends 
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_ Friends have dropp’d him, which Difappointment, if 


he be a right C__t——r may chance to cool his Zeal 
that way, if he had any before, of which 1 cannot 
accufe him. However that be, he will find it a diffi. 
cule matter, with his Skill in Politicks, or Talent ar 


Ridicule, backed by all the Wit he is faid to be 


Mafter of, to Reafon or Laugh us out of the Sacra- ° 
mental Teft; and will find by the Event thae my 
PREDICTIONS are truer than His. — 

But if I am miftaken in my Sentiments of thofe 
Two Divines, there is a Third now among you, of 
as much Confideration as either, and as good a Whig 
in all the neceflary Fundamentals, from whofe Op- 
nions you may form a truer Judgment of his Brethren 
here; and I dare engage he will not be referved in 
owning” them, and befides he has reafon to know as 
much of our Houfe of Commons as any of its Mem- 
bers, his Office, giving him free Accefs there at all 
times, 

I will now confider a little the Arguments offered 
to fhew the Advantages or rather the Neceflity of Re- 
pealing the Teft in Ireland. -We are told, the Popith 
Intereft is‘here fo formidable, that all hands fhould be 
joyned to keep it under, that the only names of Di- 
ftinction among us ought to be thofe of Proteftant 
and Papift, and that this Expedient is the only means 
to nite all Protefiants upon one common Bottom. 


Ajl_ which is nothing but Mifreprefentation and 
Miftake, | 
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If we were under any real Fear of the Papifts in- 
this Kingdom, it would be hard te think us fo Stupid, 
not to be equally apprehenfive with others, fince we © 
are likely to be the greateft, and more immediate 
Sufferers; But on the contrary, we look upon then 
to be altogether as inconfiderable as the Women and 
Children. Their Lands are almoft intirely taken from 
them, and they are rendred uncapable of Purchafing 
any more ; and for the little chat remains, Provifion 
is made by the late A@ againft Popery, that it will 
- daily crumble away : To prevent which, fome df the 
moft confiderable among them are already tutned Pro- 
teftants, and fo in all Probabilicy will many more. 
Then, the Popith Priefts are all Regiftred,: and with- 
out Permiflion ( which I hope will not be granted ) 
they. can have no Succeffors; fo that the Proteftant 
Clesgy will find ie perhaps no difficule matter to bring 
great Numbers.over to’ the Ghurch ; aitd. in the mean 
time, the common People without Leaders, without 
Di(cipline, or natural Courage, being little better than 
Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water, are out of 
all capacity of doing any Mifchief, if they were ever 
fo well inclin'd. “Neither are they at all likely e6 joyn 
in any confiderable Numbers with an Invader, having 
found fo ill Succefé when they were much more Nu- 
merous and Powerful ; when they hada Prince of their 
own Religion to Head them, had been Train’d for | 
fame Years under a Popifb Deputy, and received fuch | 
mighty Ayds from the French King. : 


As 
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- As to that Argument ufed for Repealing the Teit ; 
that it will unite all the Proteftants againft the Common 
Enemy, I wonder by what Figure thofe Gentlemen 
Speak who are pleafed to advance ie: Suppofe in or- 
_der- to encreafe the Friend(fhip between you and me, 
‘a Law fhould pafs chat I muft have half your Eftate ; 
do you think that would much advance the Union be- 
tween us? Or fuppofe I fhare my Fortune equally be- 
tween my own Childrez, and a Stranger whom I take 
into my Protection; will that be a Method to unite: 
them ? ’Tis an odd way of uniting Parties, to deprive 
a Majority of part of their antient Right, by confer- 
ing ic on a Fattion who had _ never any Right at all, 
and therefore cannot be faid to fuffer any Lofs or In- 
jury if ic be refufed them. Neither is ic very clear, 
how far fome People may ftretch the Term of Commor 
Enemy. How many are there of thofe that call them- 
felves Proteftants, who look upon our Wortfhip to be 
Idolatrous as well as thar of the Papifts, and with 
great Charity put Prelacy and Popery together as Terms 
convertible ? 

And therefore there is one fmall doubt, [ would be 
willingly fatisfied before 1 agree to the Repealing of 
the Jeff; thac is, whether, thefe fame Proteftsuts, 
when they have by their Dexterity made themfelves 
the National Religion, and difpofed the Church Reve- 
nues among their Pafters or Themfelves, willbe to kind 
to allow us Diffenters, 1 do not faya fhare in Em- 
ployments, but a bare Toleration by Law. The Rea- 
fon of my Doubt is, becaufe f have been fo very idle 
as 
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as to Read above Fifty Pamphlets, written by as many 
Presbyterian Divines, loudly difclaiming - this Idol To 
feration, fome of them calling ic (1 know rot how 
properly ) a Rag of Popery, and all agreeing, it was 
to eftablifh Iniquity by a Law. Now, I would be glad 
to know when and where their Succeffors have re. 
nounced this Doétrine, and before what Witnefles. 
Becaule methinks I fhould be loath to fee my poor. 
Titular Bifhop in partibys feifed on by miftake in the 
Dark for a Jefuic, or be forced my felf to keep a 
Chaplain Difguifed like my Buttler, and fteal to 
Prayers in a back Room, as my Grandfather ufed in 
thofe times when the Church of England was Malignant. 

But this is ripping up old Quarrelslong forgot; Po- 
pery 1s now the common Enemy againft which we mut 
all unite, I have been tired in Hiftory with the perpe- 
tual Folly of thofe Scares who call in Foreigners to 
affift them againft a Common Enemy: But the Mifchief 
was, thefe Allies would never be brought to allow 
that the Common Encmy was quite Subdued: and they 
had Reafon; for ic proved at laft, that one pare of the 
Common Enemy was thofe who called them in, and 
fo the Allies became at length the Mafters. 

‘Tis agreed among Naturalifts that a Lyon is a 
Larger, a Stronger, and more dangerous Enemy than 
a Cat, yet if a Man were to have his Choice, either a 
Lyon at his Foot, bound faft with Three or Four 
Chains, his Teeth drawn out, and his Claws pared to 
the Quick, or an angry Cat in full Liberty at his Throat ; 
he would take no long time to determine, 





I have 
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-T have been fometimes admiring the wonderful 
fignificancy of that Word Perfecution, and what vari- 
otis Interpretations it hath acquired even within my 
Memory. When I was a Boy, I often heard the Pref- 
byterians complain chat they were not permitted to 
ferve God in their own way, they faid they did not 
grudge us our Employments, but thought thar all 
Men who live Peaceably ought to have Liberty of Con- 
fcience, and leave to Affemble. That Impediment be- 
ing removed at the Revolution, they foon learned to 
fwallow the Sacramental Teft, and began to take very 
large Steps, wherein all that offered to oppofe them, 
were called Men of a Perfecuting Spirtt. During the 
time the Bill again(t Occaftonal Conformity was on 
foot, Perfecntion was every Day rung in our Ears, and 
now at laft the Sacramental Teft ic felf has the fame 
name. Where then is this matter likely toend, when 
the obtaining of one Requeft 1s only ufed as a ftep to 
demand another ? A Lover is ever complaining of Cru- 
elty while any thing is denied him, and when the Lady 
ceafes to be Cruel, fhe is from the next Moment at his 
Mercy: So Perfecution it feems, is every thing, that 
will not leave it in Men’s Power to Perfecute others. 

There is one Argument offered againft a Sacramen- 
tal Teft, by a fort of Men who are content to be ftiled 
of the Church of England, who perhaps atrend its 
Service in the Morning, and go with their Wives to 
a Conventicle in the Afternoon, confefling they hear 
very good Doétrine in both. Thefe Men are much 


offended that fo Holy an {nftitution as that of the 
. Lod 
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‘Lord's Supper fhould be made fubfervient to fuch Mer- 


cinary Purpofes as the getting of an Employment, 
Now, it feems, the Law, concludiog all Men to be: 
‘Members of that Church where they Receive the Sa- 
crament; and fuppofing all Men co live like Chriftians 
‘( efpecially thofe who are to have Employments ) did 
imagine they Received the Sacrament in courle abour 
Four times a Year, and therefore only defired it might 
appear by Certificate to the Publick, that fuch who 
took an Office were Members of the Church Eftabli- 
fhed, by doing their ordinary Duty. However, deft 
‘we foonld offend them, we have often defired they 
would deal candidly with us; For if the matter ftuck 
only there, we would propofe it in Parliament, that 
every Man who takes an Employment, fhould inftead 
of Receiving the Sacrament, be obliged to Swear, that 
he is a Member of the Church of Ireland by Law 
Eftablifhed, with Epilcopacy, aud fo forth; and as 
‘they do now in Scothind, to be true to the Kirk, But 
when we drive them thus far, they always retire to the 
Main Body of the Argument, urge che Hardfhip that 
Men fhould be deprived the liberry of Serving their - 
Queen and Country on account of their Confcience 3 
And in fhort have recourfe to the common Stile of 
their half Brethren. Now whether this be. a fincere 
way of Arguing, I will appeal to any other Judgment 
bue theirs, : 3 : 
There is another Topick of Clamor fomewhat Pa- 
rallel to the foregoing; It feems, by the Teft Claufe, 
the Military Officers are obliged to Receive the Sacra- 
ment 
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ment aswell as the Ciel. And it is a Matter of fome 
Patience co hear the Diffenters declaming upon this 
Occafion: They cry they are Difarmed, they are ufed 
like Papifts, when an Enemy appears ac Home or from. 
Abroad, they muft fic ftill, and fee their Throats Cue, 
or be Hang'd for High Treafon if they offer to Defend 
themfelves. Miferable Condition! Woful Dilerma! 
Ie is happy for us all, the Pretender was not apprifed 
of this Paffive Presbyterian Principle, elfe he would 
have infallibly Landed in our Northern Parts, and 
found them all fat down in their Formalities, as the 
Geuls did the Roman Senators, ready to Dye with 
Honour in their Callings, Sometimes to appeafe their 
Indignation, we venture to give them Hopes, that in 
fuch a Cafe the Government will perhaps connive, 
and hardly be fo fevere to-Hang them for Defending 
it againft the Letter of the Law, to which they rea- 
dily anfwer, that they will not lye at our Mercy, but 
let us Fight our. Battles. our Selves; Sometimes we 
offer to get an AG, by which upon all Popif’ Infur~ 
rections at. Home, or Popifb Invafions from Abroad, 
the Government fhall be empowered to ‘grant Com- 
miffions to all Proteftants whatfoever, without that 
Perfecting Circumftance of obliging them to fay their 
Prayers when they receive the Sacrament; but they. 
abhor all Thoughts of Occafronal Commiilions, they. 
will net do our Drudgery, and we reap the Benefit +-- 
Ic is not worth their while to Fight pro-dris Gy focis, 
and they had rather Jofe their Efiates, Liberties, Re- 
ligion and Lives, than the pleafure of Governing, 

| D- Bue: 
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Bat to briig this Difcourfe’ towards a Conclufiens - 

If the Diffenters will be fatisfied with {inch a. Teleraim - 
by a Law as hath been granted them in England, 3 
_ believe the Majority of both Houfes will fall. readily 


in with it's further it will be hard to perfwade shia 
Houfe of Commons, and perhaps much harder-‘the 
‘next. “For, to fay the Truth, we make a mighty @if- 
ference here betwen fuffering Thiftles ta grow among 
us, and wearing them for Pofes. We are fully ‘con- 
‘vinced -in our Confciences, that We thall.always . Te 
lerate Thew:, but not quite fo fully chat They -will:al- 
ways Tolerate Us, when it comes to their Turn, and 
‘We are the Majority, and We are in Poffeffian. . % 
He that Argues in Defence of. a Law in Force,: hot 


Antiquated or Obfolete, but lately EnaGed, is dem 


tainly on the fafer fide, and may be allowed to péise 
out the Dangers he conceives ta forefee in the Abse- 
‘gation of it. ce 
For if the Confequences of Repealing this Clauf,' 
‘fhould at fome time or other enable the Presbyterians to 
work themfelves up into the National Church; inftead 
of-yniting Proteftants, it would Sow eternal Diviffons 





among them, Firft their’ own Sects which new lye | 


Dormant, would be foon at Cuffs agaiz with each 
other about Power and Preferment; And the Diffent- 
ing Epifcopals, pethaps difcontented to fuch a Degree, 
as upon fome fair unbappy Occafion, would be able 
to fhgke the firmeft Loyalty, which none can deny 
theirs to be. 


Neither 
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-t Neither, is, it very difficule t9 gonjefture from fome 
late Prageeings,, at what .ajpate, this, F ation jg like co 
Brive whesexer.it.gete.the Kbip aud the Seat,, -They 
have already fet up. Courts. of Spiritual . Judicature ig 
open Contempt of the Laws. They fend Miffionaries 
every where,, without being incited, in order to Con- 
vert thé ‘Church of England Folks to Chriftianity. 
They,are as vigilant as 1 know who, to atténd Perfons 
on their Death Beds, and for Purpofes much alike. 
And what Practices fuch Principles as thefe ( with 
many others that might be invidious to mention ) may 
Spaun, when they are laid out to the Sun, you may 
determine at Leifure. 

Laftly, whether we are fo entirely fure of their 
Loyalty upon che prefent Foot of Government as you 
may imagine, their DetraGors make a Queftion, which 
however, does I think by no means’ affe& the Body of 
Diffenters; But the Inftance produced, is of fome 
among their Leading Teachers in the North, who have 
refufed the Abjuration Oath, yet continue their Preach- 
ing, and have abundance of Followers. The Particu- 
lars are out of my Head, but the Fa& is notorious 
enough, and I believe has been Publifhed, I think it a 
Pity it has not been Remedied. 

Thus | have fairly given you, Sir, my own Opini- 
on, as well as that of a great Majority in both Houfes 
here relating to this weighty Affair, upon which I am 
confident you may fecurely reckon. 1 will leave you 
to make what ufe of it you pleafe. 


For 
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For the other Patt of ' your Letter { can’ 
you, that F have Obey’d | your Commanc oy 
it was in my Power, and T’ ‘hope well enot oh t 
courage you.to honour me with more. © — &. 
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Tam with great Refpeeh, Sint © 
Dublin December . | x i mi b sr . Av 2 ie 
the 4th, 1708 - oag _—S 
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